


Today’s Scripture Reading:

1 THESSALONIANS 3:1-5



Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were 
willing to be left behind at Athens alone, 2 and we 
sent Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in 
the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in 
your faith, 3 that no one be moved by these 
afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are 
destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we 
kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer 
affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as you 
know.



5 For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I 
sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow 
the tempter had tempted you and our labor would 
be in vain.
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TIMOTHY - PHILIPPIANS 2:19-24  
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you 
soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of you. 
20 For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely 
concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their 
own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you 
know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a 
father he has served with me in the gospel. 23 I hope 
therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it 
will go with me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly 
I myself will come also. 
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HOW DO YOU ENCOURAGE? 

Strengthening people with the truth of God's Word 

1 Corinthians 14:3: On the other hand, the one who 
prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding 
and encouragement and consolation. 
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Psalm 62: For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
from him comes my salvation. 2 He alone is my rock 
and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be greatly 
shaken…5 For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, 
for my hope is from him 6 He only is my rock and my 
salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 7 On 
God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty 
rock, my refuge is God.
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Acts 14:21-22: When they had preached the 
gospel to that city and had made many disciples, 
they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to 
Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 
saying that through many tribulations we must enter 
the kingdom of God.



John 16: “I have said all these things to you to keep 
you from falling away. 2 They will put you out of the 
synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when 
whoever kills you will think he is offering service to 
God. 3 And they will do these things because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said 
these things to you, that when their hour comes you 
may remember that I told them to you.



1 Peter 4: 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the 
fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 
13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed.



2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's 
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and 
exhort you in your faith, 3 that no one be moved by 
these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we 
are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, 
we kept telling you beforehand that we were to 
suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just 
as you know. 5 For this reason, when I could bear it 
no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear 
that somehow the tempter had tempted you and 
our labor would be in vain.
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FAITH PREPARATION AS A CHRISTIAN 
Temptation vs Testing
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James 1:13: Let no one say when he is tempted, “I 
am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.



FAITH PREPARATION AS A CHRISTIAN 
Temptation vs Testing 

James 1:13: Let no one say when he is tempted, “I 
am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 

Temptation - being enticed or allured to sin



Deuteronomy 30: 19 I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today, that I have set before you 
life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose 
life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving 
the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding 
fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, 
that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
to give them.”
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Testing - God entrusting you with an opportunity to       
make the right choice and obey him. 
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HOW SHALL WE LIVE? 

• Be established and establish others 
• Strengthen and encourage the people of God 
• Being aware of Satan’s schemes 
• Embracing God during testing




